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V.  N. C H E R N I G O V S K I I  (ON HIS  7 0 t h  B I R T H D A Y )  

T h e  E d i t o r i a l  B o a r d  

Academician Vladimir Nikolaevich Chernigovskii,  outstanding scientist ,  leading physiologist  of the USSR, 
has celebrated his 70th birthday. He began his scientific, teaching, and public activities half a century ago. 
His brill iant technical  skill, his talent as an exper imenter ,  his passion for science,  and the depth and or ig inal -  
ity of his thinking led to the d i scovery  of chemoreceptors  in the t issues of the abdominal organs and of me-  
ehanoreceptors  i n t h e i r v e s s e l s  by Vladimir Nikolaevich before the end of the 1930s. In 1943 he published his 
f i rs t  monograph "Afferent sys tems of internal organs ,"  for which he was awarded a medal and the I. P. Pav-  
lov Pr ize ;  in it he showed the existence of hitherto unknown types of in te roceptors  and their role in the regula-  
tion of the circulation. In the subsequent years  V. N. Chernigovskii  has continued to develop his studies into 
all aspects  of the interoceptors  and their representat ion in the various parts  of the central  nervous system.  
As a resul t  of the numerous investigations of Vladimir Nikolaevich and his pupils and followers,  a new chapter 
has been written in physiology - the universal  distribution of t issue and vascular  receptors ,  their role in the 
regulation of the circulation, the blood sys tem,  water and minera l  metabol ism, and other hmctions, the whole 
s t ruc ture  of the interoeeptive analyzer  and its role in the behavior of the integral  organism.  His suggested 
classif ication of interoceptive ref lexes into p r ima ry  and associated has been general ly accepted and has faci l -  
itated the d i scovery  of the principles of control  of physiological  functions. A vast  factual mater ia l  and or ig i -  
nal movements  in the development of physiological  science ar is ing on its basis were descr ibed in V. N. Cher-  
nigovskii 's  monumental  work "Interoceptors ,"  published in 1960. 
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Vladimir  Nikolaevich 's  scient i f ic  act ivi ty is many- s ided .  He is not only a leading expe r imen te r  but also 
the author and d i r ec to r  of many impor tant  studies of topical  p rob lems  in elincial  and space  physiology. The 
ideas of I. M. Sechenov and I. P. Pavlov have undergone fur ther  development  through V. N. Chernigovski i ' s  
c rea t ive  genius.  

A bri l l iant  t eacher  and l ec tu re r ,  V. N. Chernigovski i  has es tabl ished a wide following and his pupils have 
included many  leading physiologis ts  and d i r ec to r s  of m a j o r  l abo ra to r i e s .  He has always combined a demand 
for  high s tandards  in h imse l f  and others  with benevolence and unstinting and generous  help. He has been a 
v e r y  act ive o rgan ize r  and admin i s t r a to r  in sc ience,  s t r iv ing  for  the development  of all branches  of physiology. 
Everything new, important ,  and valuable has always rece ived  his support ,  even if it did not concern his p e r -  
sonal  scient i f ic  in te res t s .  

In 1950 V. N. Chernigovski i  was elected Academician of the Academy of Medical Sciences of the USSR 
and in 1960 Academic ian  of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR; he is also a m e m b e r  of many  foreign acade-  
mie s  and scient i f ic  soe i t ies .  

In 1952-1959 V. N. Chernigovski i  was Head of the Inst i tute of  Physiology,  Academy of Medical Sciences 
of the USSR in Moscow, and Member  of the P re s id ium and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the Academy of Medical Sciences 
of the USSR. During that  per iod he was Ed i to r - in -Ch ie f  of the journal  "Bulletin of Exper imenta l  Biology and 
Medicine, ~ and with his c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  h igh-pr inc ip ledness ,  benevolence,  and unflagging energy,  he devoted 
much attention to his work  on the edi tor ia l  board.  Vladimir  Nikolaevich is now Di rec to r  of  the I. P. Pavlov 
Insti tute of Physiology,  Academy of Sciences of the USSR; Chai rman of the Scientific Council for P rob l ems  in 
Human and Animal  Physiology,  Academy of  Sciences of  the USSR; and Ed i to r - in -Ch ie f  of the "I. M. Sechenov 
Physiological  Journa l  of the USSR." 

Recal l ing with grat i tude the g rea t  contr ibution that this r e m a r k a b l e  man, sc ient is t ,  and public se rvan t  
V. N. Chernigovski i  has made to the success  of our journal ,  the edi tor ia l  board cordia l ly  congratula tes  him 
on this impor tant  jubilee and wishes  him health,  happiness ,  and eve ry  success  in his work.  
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